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2014 Dates for Your Diary 
Sun 23rd March  AMASC Reunion Day and AGM 
Thu 3rd April An Evening with Allen Leech (Downton 

Abbey) 
Sat 5th April  Spring Walk, Raheny 
Fri 24th - Sun 27th 
April   

Joigny, France 

Sun 11th May Medieval Tour of Viking Dublin 
Mon 12th May Bridge Evening, Milltown Golf Club 
Fri 16th - Sun 18th 
May  

Glenstal, Limerick. 

Mon 23rd - Mon 
30th June  

30th Annual Pilgrimage to Paray-le-
Monial 

Sun 29th June -  
Wed 2nd July 

Centenary of Janet Erskine Stuart, 
RSCJ 

July/Aug (date 
TBC) 

Visit to Past Pupil’s garden and 
lavender farm 

Fri 19th September Sacred Heart Golf Society Outing 
Thu 16th October Bridge Morning, George Yacht Club 
6th – 9th November AMASC International Conference, 

Arizona 
Sun 16th 
November 

Annual Mass for Deceased Past Pupils 
and Sisters of the Sacred Heart 

Thu 4th December Coffee Morning incorporating 
Hearts + Minds Exhibition 

 

Message from the Chairperson  
 

Dear Fellow Past Pupils, 
 

On behalf of the AMASC Committee I would like to wish 

you good health and happiness for 2014.  It appears 
that Ireland may be turning the corner and possibly 

better times lie ahead after the difficulties of the past six 
years.   
 

The AMASC Committee has been very busy in organising 
many activities for 2014.  Our visit to Joigny after Easter 

is fully booked but there is a cancellation list.  Possibly 
some of you will come with us to Glenstal Abbey in May 

for some quiet time and reflection.  Our Annual Spring 

Walk led by Mary Clare Norris should be great fun and 

an opportunity to meet past pupils from different 
schools.   
 

Our Coffee Mornings continue every month of the year 

on the second Saturday of the month.  Hopefully we will 

meet some of you at these “drop-in” Coffee Mornings.  
Alternatively we hope to meet at the AGM and Reunion 

Day on Sunday the 23rd March in Mount Anville.  Past 
Pupils of Leeson Street will be particularly welcome to 

our AGM and will get immense pleasure from the talk by 

Sr. Eileen Brady on their former school. 
 

The permanent exhibition Hearts and Minds was 
installed in Mount Anville House last autumn.  The 

exhibition celebrates the legacy of St. Madeleine Sophie 
Barat and of the Society to education in Ireland.  This 

legacy includes the contribution of the Society to female 

education, to the education of the poor and to the 
promotion of the Catholic faith.  You can telephone 

2122604 to make an appointment to view the exhibition 
or email heartsandminds@mountanville.ie  it is well 

worth a visit!   
 

On a more mercenary level, we are hoping to increase 

our membership in 2014 and would be very grateful if 
you could forward your annual sub of €30 directly to 

Jessica Ramsey who is our new Development Executive.  
I would like to thank Jane O’Dowd for all her work in the 

office for the past number of years and wish her every 
happiness and success in her new endeavours.   
 

Thank you for all your support in the past and looking 
forward to your continued support. 
 

Joanne Sheehan, Chairperson,  

AMASC (Ireland) 
 

 

AMASC (Ireland) Reunion Day & 

AGM 

Sunday 23rd March 2014 
 

2.30 p.m.        Reception 
3.00 p.m.        History of Leeson Street, Sr Eileen Brady 
3.45 p.m.        Annual General Meeting 

4.15 p.m.        Mass in Mount Anville School Chapel 
 

Sr. Eileen Brady’s talk will outline the History of two 

Georgian Houses which were our Convents and it will 
include a short account of the people who lived in these 

houses before the Society of the Sacred Heart occupied 
the buildings.  
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The Harcourt Street Convent and School (founded in 
1875) were transferred to 18 Lower Leeson Street in 

1885. This is the story of our much loved Leeson Street 
School including illustrative slides which will bring back 

memories of those days.   So a happy and informative 
time should be had by all attending, and importantly, 

many new memories will be shared that afternoon. 
 

 

Annual AMASC Past Pupils Walk 
Saturday 5th April 2014  
Everyone Welcome! 

Meet at 11am St. Anne's 

Park, Raheny at the 
entrance to ’Red Stables 

Café’. We will walk 
through the beautiful 

woodland paths of St. 

Anne's (approx. 6km). 
Strong walking boots / 

shoes are recommended 
along with waterproof 

walking clothing. A light 
picnic lunch necessary. 
 

Transport: 130 bus from Middle Abbey Street, Dublin, 

or car parking is available at entrance to Park. Afternoon 

tea to be arranged on the day on conclusion of walk. We 
will have a collection on the day for the Benevolent 

Fund. For further details contact Mary Clare at 01 
2859592 or 087/2388019. 

 

AMASC International: 
 

The XV World Congress will be held in Scottsdale, 

Arizona, November 6th – 9th 2014. Pam Snyder, 

our AMASC President, extends a very warm welcome 
and hopes many past pupils will attend. The theme of 

the Congress is "Listening with one Heart". Some of the 
keynote speakers will be: Kathleen Hughes RSCJ and 

George Coyne SJ. Further details are available on the 

AMASC website.  www.amasc-sacrecoeur.org 

Perdita Quinlan 
 

JOIGNY 2014 / 2015 
 

A group of 20 are travelling to Joigny in France on the 

24th April to visit the home of St. Madeleine Sophie 
Barat.  Our leader again will be Sr. Doreen Boland and 

we anticipate another wonderful experience in Joigny.  

We will visit the town and vineyards which had such a 
profound influence on St. Madeleine Sophie and we will 

also visit her chasse in the Church of St. Francis Xavier 
in Paris and Musee Rodin, the original school in Paris. 
 

Our visit for 2014 is now fully booked but we are taking 

bookings for 2015.  This visit will be from Thursday 5th 
April 2015 to Sunday 12th April 2015.  Further enquiries 

from Jessica in the Past Pupils’ Office or Joanne Sheehan 

(tel. no. 087 4105588).  
 

Leeson St Class of ’53 Reunion  
 

The class of 1953 had a very happy gathering in Elm 
Park Golf Club on Wednesday 9th October 2013 for a 

reception and lunch. 24 past pupils from Spain, Britain 
and Ireland attended the 

event and thoroughly 

enjoyed the occasion. It 
was unanimously agreed 

they would not wait for 
another 10 years for the 

next get together.  
 

Ann (Carley) O’Boyle and Ethel (Greer) Flanagan. 
 

 

 
Front Row (L-R): Eileen (Roche) Pentz, Ann (O’Connor) Holberton, 
Nora (Geoghegan) Patron, Maedbh (Cleirigh) Lane*, Stella (O’Connor) 
Dunphy, Ann (Danaher) McGuire, Ethna (Carton) Cotter, Elizabeth 
(O’Leary) Moloney, Peggie (Mangan) Massey 
 
Second Row (L-R): Derbhile (Dunne) McCarthy, Pat (Connolly) 
Doyle, Frances Shields, Ann (Donnelly) O’Byrne, Nuala (O’Rahilly) 
Price, Sr. Eileen Brady, Elizabeth (O’Callaghan) Bruton 
 
Back Row (L-R): Moyra (Maguire) Finlay, Mary O’Loughlin, Finn 
Duane, Alyne (O’Leary) Healy, Blanka (Wilklemann) Flavin, Ann 
(O’Brien) O’Reilly 
 

*Sadly, Maedbh (Cleirigh) Lane (pictured in the front row) passed 

away on 19th January 2014. She was a regular participant in Leeson 
St. reunions and will be dearly missed. 

 
 

 GLENSTAL ABBEY, LIMERICK 
 

A group of past pupils are spending some quiet time and 
attending the liturgies in Glenstal Abbey Church from 

Friday the 16th May to Sunday the 18th May.  The cost 

of two nights’ accommodation and full board from Friday 
evening to Sunday lunch is €140 per person.  

Accommodation is in Abbey Guest House.  To book 
please contact Jessica in the Past Pupils Office. 

 

Jane O’Dowd 
We were sorry to see Jane O’Dowd leave the Pupils’ 

Office in October last year. AMASC Ireland would like to 
thank her most sincerely for her support to the 

Committee, AMASC members, and all our past pupils 

over the years.   
 



 

Hearts and Minds 

This exhibition in Mount Anville House celebrates the 

story of the Society of Sacred Heart's commitment to 
education in Ireland since 1842.  Donna Collins RSCJ 

officially opened the Exhibition and gave an address 

encouraging the European heads of Schools who were 
present to persevere in understanding the spirituality of 

Madeleine Sophie and her profound educational 
philosophy. 

 

Mount Anville House Transformed  
The builders moved into Mount Anville House last June, 

to renovate and prepare it for the exhibition.  The 
archival team met their target and all was ready for the 

launch on 17th October.  Today as you walk in the front 
door, you are met with a map of the world with tiny 

lights representing the 

houses of the Society. 
On the right, in what was 

a parlour, is the 
headmistress’s room for 

meeting parents.   On 

the left, in what was the 
old sacristy, you find the 

story of St Madeleine 
Sophie Barat’s life.   

Moving into what was 

the community chapel, 
now painted a warm 

burgundy colour there 
are various archival 

stories; William Dargan, 
Mount Anville House, the 

farm.   A wonderful large 

picture of Sr. Mary 
O’Connor as a young girl 

hangs on one wall.               (Mary O’Connor as a girl) 

The oval room is now an olive green colour and the floor 
in this room, as in the parlour and old sacristy, has been 

brought back to its original polished-wood state.  There 
are photos of Armagh and Roscrea circa the time of the 

famine.    The conference room, painted a Georgian 

grey, has photos of Glasnevin; early Mount Anville; a 
beautiful floor to ceiling study of Marie Daly, a student 

of Mount Anville from Tullamore, taken in 1870; detailed 
explanations of life in Mount Anville during the 19th and 

20th centuries; Mother Margaret Walsh is shown as a 

young girl in Mount Anville and as a Religious of the 
Sacred Heart; an interesting study shows the four 

Bodkin sisters and traces where each of them went to in 
later life.  

In the inner hall, gone is the large picture of Christ in 

the Temple and in its place there is a frieze depicting 
Mount Anville students through the 160 years.   Here 

too you will find a corner dedicated to St Philippine 

Duchesne.   There are some memorabilia on display in 
small cabinets just under the stairs.   Mater has been 

renovated and re-instated on the staircase. The 
photographs and explanations are very well mounted.  

Give yourself plenty of time to amble around and study 

each facet of the exhibition.        

Pat Egan r.s.c.j. 

The exhibition will be open for viewing on Thursdays by 

appointment. Please telephone Catherine Kilbride on 
(01) 2122604 or email heartsandminds@mountanville.ie  

to book.  
 

The Seeking Spirit 

 “Your life is a sacred journey. It is about change, 
growth, discovery, movement and transformation... It is 
continuously expanding your vision of what is possible, 
stretching your soul, teaching you to see clearly and 

deeply, helping you to listen to your intuition.” 

 
Three Days of Reflection on the Life and Spirituality of 

Janet Erskine Stuart rcsj 
 

Open to all RSCJ worldwide, friends and co-workers 
Sunday 29th June (12 noon) until Wednesday 2nd July (depart 

at 9.30am) 2014 
Starting with Eucharist and lunch at Roehampton from there 

travelling to High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire. 

 

 

Sister Mary Henry  

1922 – 2014 
 

Sr Mary Henry who passed away at Cedar House on 5th  

January 2014, was remembered at her funeral "as a 
woman of rare courage who generously used her many 
gifts in the service of others".  She worked and taught at 
Craiglockart, Armagh, Aberdeen, Edinburgh and was 

appointed Provincial Superior of the sisters in Ireland 
and Scotland in 1970.  She accepted a request to work 

in the school office in Mount Anville in 1982.  She is 

remembered by one of the girls in the following piece by 
Emer O'Donnell (nee Phelan).  
 

“Tall. Sister Henry was very 

tall! Even when I chatted with 
her in December, she still was 

a tall, elegant woman. As a 

child, looking up, she was the 
tallest person I had ever met. 

She was a wonderful 
disciplinarian: When she told 

you do something, you did it. 

Yet, she was fair. I was never 
afraid, as long as I hadn't broken the rules. But God 

help you if you were guilty, you never crossed that line 
again. If, by chance, I was in the wrong place at the 

wrong time and I got embroiled in someone else's 
misdemeanours and I got into trouble, Sr. Henry would 

apologise. For this I am truly grateful, for a child must 

know that an adult can be trusted and that an adult is 
fair. Strict and fair are the best combinations for a child 

to learn right from wrong, there are too many grey 
areas nowadays and it is confusing for children. I thank 

Sr. Henry for that.” May she rest in peace 

mailto:heartsandminds@mountanville.ie


 

AMASC COMMITTEE 2014 
 

Marie Doyle (Monkstown), Pat Egan - RSCJ Representative, 
Phil Elwood (Roscrea) - Cork Branch, Jean Fitzgerald (Mt. 

Anville) - Sophie Barat,  Elizabeth Gebruers (Roscrea) - Cork 
Branch, Emer Greif (Monkstown), Muriel McAuley (Roscrea),  
Léan McMahon (Mt. Anville) - President MAPPA, Mary Clare 

Norris (Armagh), Hilda O’Connell (Leeson Street), Eilish 
Tennent (Armagh), Perdita Quinlan (Mt. Anville) - Benevolent 

Fund, Joanne Sheehan (Monkstown) - Chairperson AMASC 
 

 

AMASC Annual Subscription 

Annual subscription is €30 payable in January. 
 

Payment by cheque/postal order or standing order to: 

Past Pupils Office, Mount Anville House 

Mount Anville Road, Dublin 14. 
 

Please check that your standing order is still active. If 

you have any queries please contact the Past Pupils’ 

Office. 
 

Philippines, Typhoon Hai An 

 
There are 21 sisters of the Sacred Heart living and 
working in the Philippines. Two communities in Leyte 

(Ormoc) and Samar were directly hit by Super-Typhoon 
Yolanda (Haiyan). Sister Sandra Clemente reported from 

Ormoc that almost all the houses of the families in the 

Community were destroyed. The Sacred Heart Children’s 
Educational Centre lost its roof. Fruit trees and 

vegetable patches are gone. The prayer garden is 
unrecognisable. The sisters in the Philippines would 

appreciate donations to help people rebuild their lives, 
homes, and communities. All donations will be 

distributed directly to those in need.  

 
Please send donations to this account: 
Account name: Society of the Sacred Heart Inc. 
Account No: 265-2-26500179-8 
SWIFT code: MBTCPHMM 
Bank name: Metropolitan Bank & Trust Company 
Branch name: E. Rodrigues Branch 
Address@: 1661 E. Rodriguez Sr Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City, 
Philippines 
 

 

AMASC COFFEE MORNINGS 
Held every second Saturday of the month in the 

Sophie Barat Residence 
From 10.30 to 12.00 noon 

 
8th February Emer Greif/Eileen Pentz 
8th March Mary Clare Norris/Marie Doyle 
12th April Pat Egan/Peggie Massey 
10th May  Perdita Quinlan/Alice Davy 
14th June Hilda O’Connell/Mimi McDonnell 
12th July  Eilish Tennent/Breige McKenna 
9th August Muriel McAuley/Aoife Mallie 
13th September  Jean Fitzgerald/Moya Farrell 
 

Welcome to Jessica Ramsey 

We are pleased to welcome Jessica Ramsey to the Past 

Pupils’ Office. Jessica started in December 2013 and has 

been busy getting to know various members of the 

Sacred Heart community and the Schools. We wish her 

all the best in her new role. 
 

Sacred Heart Golf Society Outing 
 

Friday 19th September 2014 
Foxrock Golf Club 

 
Open to all Sacred Heart Past Pupils and Teachers 

 
Lady Captain: Susan Lennox  

Past Pupil Mount Anville, Class of 1985 
 

Contact: Judy Maguire 

087 2476769 
judy@procomm.ie 

 

 
 

 

30th Annual Pilgrimage to  

Paray-le-Monial 
 

Monday 23rd June – Monday 30th June 2014 
 

Paray-le-Monial, in Burgundy eastern France, is known 

as ‘the City of the Sacred Heart’. This pilgrimage, led by 
Father Charles Davy SJ includes 7 spiritual & 

reflective days in and around Paray-Le-Monial.   
 

Itinerary will include: 

Paray-Le-Monial, Verosvres and Ars. 
Spiritual Director: Father Charles Davy SJ 

 

Further information from: Carmel Donaghy, 

‘Paray’ 99, Moorehall Rise, Ardee, Co. Louth 
Tel: 041 687 1877 Email: carmeldonaghy@gmail.com 
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